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Synopsis

This biography traces the dramatic life of William Tyndale, the first person to translate the Bible into
English from the original Greek and Hebrew. It discusses the profound religious, literary, intellectual

and social implications of his immense achievement.
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Customer Reviews

David Daniell gives a most valuable treatment of William Tyndale (1494-1536), "the first person to
translate the Bible into English from its original Greek and Hebrew and the first to print the Bible in
English."Daniell provides a unique perspective on Tyndale, combining expertise in the history of the
English Bible with an intimate familiarity with the development and usage of early English (Daniell’s
Ph.D. is in Shakespeare, whom he has written and taught on for many years). Having authored
modern-spelling versions of Tyndale’s New Testament and Tyndale’s Old Testament, his familiarity
with the details of Tyndale’s translation techniques provide valuable insight into the work of this
underappreciated contributor to the English Reformation and modern English Bible. Daniell
discusses Tyndales achievement as biblical translator and expositor, analyses his writing, examines
his stylistic influence on writers from Shakespeare to those of the twentieth century, and explores
the reasons why he has not been more highly regarded.Like other biographies of Tyndale, Daniell
provides detailed information--where it is available--concerning Tyndale’s origin, his schooling, and
the dates and events which comprise the history of his life. Unlike most other treatments of Tyndale,

Daniell is positioned to delve into the details of Tyndale’s translational work itself.Perhaps the most



valuable contribution of this biography of Tyndale is the evidence it provides regarding Tyndale’s
capabilities as an exegete and translator--his craftsmanlike usage of both Hebrew and Greek at a
time where in-depth knowledge of the original languages was hard to come by, especially in

England.
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